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ABSENTEE BALLOTS
Eligible voters may submit absentee ballots  
under certain conditions. For information,  
contact the District Office (315-298-5188).  

Ballots must be received by 5 p.m.
on May 16, 2023.

Tuesday, May 16, 2023 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

RINGGOLD FIRE HALL

BUDGET VOTE

As the 2022-23 school year enters its last 
quarter, we would like to sincerely thank our 
PACS staff and the entire school community for 
another successful year.

During the 2023-24 budget development 
process, the PACS Board of Education was 
committed to developing a spending plan 
focused on the efficiency and effectiveness of 
our school operations, along with providing 
opportunity, rigor, and sustainability in academic 
programming. The result is a budget that 
builds quality programming for students and is 
responsive to economic variables that impact 
both the District and our community. 

The proposed 2023-24 school budget totals 
$30,495,000, which is a 5.4% increase over last 
year. If approved by voters, this budget would 
result in a tax levy increase of 1.25% or $90,780, 
which is below the District’s calculated tax levy 
limit this year. 

A public hearing to present the 2023-24 budget 
will be held at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 9, in the 
Pulaski Middle-High School Library. Voting will 
take place from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday, May 16, 
at the Ringgold Fire Hall. The vote will include 
the 2023-24 budget, a proposition to withdraw 
$100,000 from the bus purchase reserve, and the 
election of two members to the PACS Board of 
Education. Also, there is a proposition to increase 

the annual contribution for the Pulaski Public 
Library’s operating budget to the sum of  
$90,000 annually.

The budget also includes $100,000 to be used 
toward a capital outlay project. The New York 
State Education Department allows for schools 
to complete capital improvement projects of 
up to $100,000 during the proposed budget 
year. Building aid revenue is then received the 
following year (PACS state aid rate is 96%). The 
2023-24 project will replace the aging heat 
exchanger and sump pump ejector system for 
the pool at Pulaski Middle-High school. 

PACS has a tradition of sound financial planning 
and budget development. The Board of 
Education and administrative team will continue 
to be strategic with our resources to provide 
opportunities and programs for students that we 
can all be proud of. 

Please visit www.pulaskicsd.org for PACS 
academic and extracurricular program highlights 
as well as more information on the 2023-24 
school budget.

Thank you for your continued support. 

Sincerely,

According to New York Education Law,  
in order to vote, you must be:

A citizen of the United States
18 years of age
A resident of the district for at  
least 30 days

You do NOT have to be registered to vote.  

You do NOT have to own property in the  
district, but you MUST reside in the district.

Identification and proof of residence WILL  
be requested at the time of voting.

WHO CAN VOTE?

PACS Board of Education
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PACS REVENUE BUDGET
2022-23 APPROVED BUDGET 2023-24 PROPOSED BUDGET

STATE AID
Foundation Aid  $11,854,398  $13,751,967 

Community Schools Set Aside  100,000  100,000 

Hardware & Technology Aid  17,766  18,139 

Transportation Aid  1,165,750  1,173,754 

BOCES Aid  2,006,036  1,981,969 

Software, Library & Textbook Aid  72,020  72,449 

Building Aid  2,333,440  2,471,373 

High Cost & Private Excess Cost Aid  775,000  900,000 

Homeless Aid  80,000  80,000 

Total State Aid $18,404,410 $20,549,651

PROPERTY TAXES
Tax Levy  $7,262,376  $7,353,156 

Pilots  254,988  341,824 

Tax Penalty  25,000  25,000 

Total Property Taxes $7,542,364 $7,719,980

OTHER INCOME
Interest on Deposits  $55,000  $90,000 

Miscellaneous  689,226 698,369 

Debt Service  164,000  147,000 

Reserves  972,000  735,000 

Appropriated Fund Balance  1,092,000  555,000 

Total Other Income $2,972,226 $2,225,369

TOTAL - BUDGET $28,919,000 $30,495,000

TAX RATE ESTIMATE (Estimated Tax Rate per $1,000 Assessed Valuation)

TOWNSHIP ACTUAL 
2022-2023

PROJECTED 
2023-2024 $ CHANGE % CHANGE

Albion $16.58 $16.79 $0.21 1.25%

Richland $24.75 $25.06 $0.31 1.25%

Sandy Creek $21.10 $21.36 $0.26 1.25%

Example:
Town of Richland

Assessed Value:
STAR Exemption:

Taxed Value:

 $100,000
-$21,090
$78,910

2022-2023 2023-2024 $ CHANGE % CHANGE
Tax Bill $1,953 $1,977 $24.41 per year 1.25%
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Under the Budget 
Proposed for the 2023-24 
School Year, the Estimated 
Basic STAR Savings:  

*The basic school tax relief (STAR) 
exemption is authorized by section 
425 of the Real Property Tax Law.

PACS MAJOR BUDGET UNITS
2022-23 APPROVED BUDGET 2023-24 PROPOSED BUDGET

ADMINISTRATIVE BUDGET

Board of Education  $34,910  $35,277 

Central Administration  225,039  231,505 

Finance  325,713  328,145 

Staff  102,889  107,247 

Central Services  244,308  311,443 

Administration and Improvement  851,308  962,357 

Employee Benefits  777,651  860,144 

Special Items  587,891  671,204 

Total Administrative Budget $3,149,709 $3,507,322

PROGRAM BUDGET

Teaching  $10,826,082  $11,533,283 

Instructional Media  836,539  854,042 

Pupil Services  969,204  1,000,285 

Pupil Transportation  1,117,080  1,143,856 

Community Services  14,780  14,780 

Employee Benefits  6,399,379  6,671,964 

Interfund Transfers  100,000  100,000 

Total Program Budget $20,263,064 $21,318,210

CAPITAL BUDGET

Central Services  $1,795,799  $1,862,410 

Pupil Transportation  310,000  380,000 

Debt Service  2,741,487  2,750,288 

Employee Benefits  558,941  576,770 

Interfund Transfers  100,000  100,000 

TOTAL  CAPITAL BUDGET $5,506,227 $5,669,468

TOTAL BUDGET $28,919,000 $30,495,000

$586
Tax Levy 

is below the
tax cap!

Estimated 
Basic STAR 
Exemption 

Savings*
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PROPOSITIONS
CHAD FARMER
Chad Farmer graduated from PACS and earned a bachelor’s 
degree from SUNY Plattsburgh. Chad has built a career in 
the insurance investigations field, where he is a Certified 
Fraud Examiner and the National Director of Customer 
Success at VRC Investigations, where he has been employed 
for the past 10 years. He and his wife, Kayla (a 2006 
PACS graduate) have settled down in Pulaski and have 
two children: Vivian who is currently enrolled in UPK at 
PACS, and Noah, who is 1 year old. Chad coached JV boys’ 
basketball at PACS for seven years and coached several 
youth sports programs in the community prior to that. 
Additionally, he enjoys fishing and woodworking in his 
spare time.

CHRISTINE WEISENBURGER
Christine Weisenburger is seeking election to the PACS 
Board of Education because she believes her experience 
and passion for teaching and learning would be an asset to 
the students of our close-knit community. Born in Buffalo, 
she has lived in the district for 37 years with her husband, 
Fred, who is employed at Felix Schoeller Paper Company. 
Christine’s children, Katie and Becky, are graduates of 
Pulaski High School. Christine was employed by Pulaski 
Central Schools as a speech and language teacher early in 
her career. She then worked as a classroom teacher and 
instructional coach in APW Central Schools. After retiring, 
she was recruited to teach childhood methods at SUNY 
Oswego. She served as a consultant to the NYS Education 
Department. She also served on the Board of Directors 
for the Pulaski Day Care Center. She currently serves on 
the Pulaski Library Board of Trustees. Christine believes 
our students should graduate from high school ready for 
college, career, and life, prepared to pursue the future of 
their choosing.

ROBIN WARREN PHILIPS
Robin is a lifetime resident of Pulaski. She attended Pulaski 
Schools, graduating in 1988. She attended SUNY Oswego, 
graduating with a bachelor’s degree in 1992. In 1997, Robin 
opened her floral and gift shop, Designs of Elegance.

As a youth, the community helped send Robin to “National 
Young Leaders Convention.” This left a lasting impression on 
her, motivating her to give back to the community.

Robin is active throughout the community, serving on 
many nonprofit and town boards. Currently, she serves 
on PROP (Preservation Restoration of Pulaski). She is a 
trustee of the Half-Shire Historical Society, Vice President 
of the Pulaski Alumni Association, and sits on the Town 
of Richland Comprehensive Board and Climate Action 
Board as well. Robin is also on the CNY Community Grant 
Foundation Board, which administers community grants to 
Pulaski nonprofits.

Robin is a past administrator of the NYS Main Street Grant 
in Pulaski and previous Women in Business President.  
She is also an SBA Excellence in Business awardee.

Robin was raised by a teacher and believes in a solid 
education, strong work ethic and duty to give back to  
the community.

In her spare time, Robin enjoys spending time with her 
husband, three children, and her goats.

TRAVIS RICE
Travis Rice is a northern New York native who graduated 
from South Jefferson in 2004. Rice attended SUNY Oswego, 
graduating with dual bachelor’s degrees in computer 
information science and technical education. Rice was a 
student teacher with Oswego County BOCES’ web design 
and computer programming classes, and it was here where 
he had his first interactions with PACS students and faculty.

After graduating from SUNY Oswego, Rice was employed by 
Nine Mile Point Nuclear Station as a Cyber Security Analyst, 
working his way up to Site Cyber Security Lead Engineer, 
and currently is serving as the lead of the Information 
Technology department.

Rice has now served six years on the PACS Board 
of Education with his previous two terms focused 
on sustainability while being mindful of the fiscal 
responsibility owed to the district and its residents. This has 
included helping interview district administration postings 
and helping set policy to navigate state law and monetary 
complexities through the COVID-19 pandemic.

Rice has been a Pulaski resident since 2012 and outside of 
his Board of Education service is actively involved around 
the community, involving himself in Relay for Life, initially 
as a team captain, and subsequently as a committee 
member since 2015.

BOARD CANDIDATE BIOS - VOTE FOR 2
2023-24 Budget
Shall the Board of Education of the Pulaski Central 
School District No. 1 of the Towns of Richland, 
Albion and Sandy Creek, Oswego County, New 
York be authorized to expend a sum not exceeding 
$30,495,000 commencing July 1, 2023 and ending on 
June 30, 2024, and to levy the necessary tax on the 
taxable property of said District? 

2023-24 Bus Reserve Withdrawal
Shall the Board of Education of the Pulaski Central 
School District No. 1 of the Towns of Richland, Albion 
and Sandy Creek, Oswego County, New York be 
authorized to expend a sum not exceeding $100,000 
or so much thereof as may be necessary from the 
2023-24 Bus Purchase Reserve Fund for the purchase 
of transportation vehicles?

2023-24 Increase to  
Library contribution
Shall the sum of $90,000 be raised by annual levy of 
a tax upon the taxable real property with the Pulaski 
Academy & central School District for the purpose of 
funding the Pulaski Public Library?

Board Members - Two Seats
Please vote for two candidates for the available  
board of education seats.

The budget also includes $100,000 to be used towards 
a capital outlay project.  The New York State Education 
Department allows for schools to complete capital 
improvement projects of up to $100,000 during the 
proposed budget year.  Building aid revenue is then  
received the following year (PACS state aid rate is 96.2%).  
The 2023-24 project will replace the pool ejector sump 
pump system and heat exchanger.

CAPITAL OUTLAY


